Ilinois State University
Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts
School of Music

Music for the Holidays

Symphony Orchestra

Samuel Chen, director

Civic Chorale
John Koch, director

Treble Choir

Mark Grizzard, director

String Project Sinfonia
Brandon Campos, conductor

Center for the Performing Arts
December 6, 2025

Saturday Afternoon

7:00 p.m.

This is the eighty-fifth program of the 2025-2026 season.



Program

Please silence all electronics for the duration of the concert. Thank you.

Civic Chorale
Love’s Pure Light Elaine Hagenberg
(born 1979)

Philharmonia String Orchestra

It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year Edward Pola / George Wyle
arranged by Erik Morales

Treble Choir
Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas/ Hugh Martin/ Ralph Blane
My Old Santa Claus Sia Furler/ Greg Kurstin
arranged by Mark Grizzard
It’s Almost Christmas Axel / Michaelson / Vaccarino

arranged by Mark Grizzard
Haley Thies, solo

Combined Choirs and Symphony Orchestra

We Wish You a Merry Christmas English Carol
arranged by Mark Grizzard

Symphony Orchestra
Sleigh Ride Leroy Anderson
(1908-1975)
God Bless Us Everyone Alan Silvestri / Glen Ballard
(from Disney’s A Christmas Carol) arranged by Joseph M. Martin
orchestrated by Robert Sterling
Nutcracker Suite No. 1 Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
L. Ouverture miniature (1840 —1893)
II. Danse caractéristiques
a. Marche (March)
b. Danse de la fée-dragée (Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy)
c. Danse russe ‘“Trépak’ (Russian Dance)
d. Danse arabe (Arabian Dance)
e. Danse chinoise (Chinese Dance)
f.  Danse des mirlitons (Dance of the Mirlitons)

I11. Valse des fleurs (Waltz of the Flowers)



Combined Choirs and Symphony Orchestra

A Christmas Festival Singalong Carols arranged by Leroy Anderson

Joy to the World

Joy to the world, the Lord is come, Let earth receive her King!
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room.

And Heaven and Nature sing, and Heaven and Nature sing,
And Heaven, and Heaven and Nature sing.

Deck the Halls

Deck the halls with boughs of holly, Fa la la la la, la la la la.
“Tis the season to be jolly, Fa la la la la, la la Ia la.

Don we now our gay apparel, Fa la la la la, la la la la.

Troll the ancient Yuletide carol, Fa la la la la, la la la la.

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen

God rest ye merry gentlemen let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day,

To save us all from Satan’s power when we have gone astray.
Oh tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy,

Oh tidings of comfort and joy.

Good King Wenceslas

Good King Wenceslas looked down on the Feast of Stephen.
When the snow lay ‘round about, deep and crisp and even.
Brightly shone the moon that night, tho’ the night was cruel.
When a poor man came in sight gath’ring winter fuel.

Hark the Herald Angels Sing

Hark the Herald Angels sing Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies,
With th’angelic Host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hark the Herald Angels sing Glory to the newborn King!

Silent Night

Silent Night, Holy Night, all is calm, all is bright.
‘Round yon virgin Mother and Child,

Hold infant so tender and mild,

Sleep in Heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.



Dashing Through the Snow/Jingle Bells

Dashing through the snow on a one-horse open sleigh,
O’er the fields we go, laughing all the way!

Bells on bobtail ring, making spirits bright,

What fun it is to ride and sing a sleighing song tonight! Oh!
Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way,

Oh what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh!

Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way,

Oh what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh!

[Orchestra interlude]

O Come All Ye Faithful
(starts at “Come and Behold Him, Born the King of Angels”)
Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels.
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him,
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
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